
Theatre or theater
[1]

 is a collaborative form of fine art that uses 
live performers, typically actors or actresses, to present the 
experience of a real or imagined event before a live audience in a 
specific place, often a stage. The performers may communicate 
this experience to the audience through combinations of gesture, 
speech, song, music, and dance. Elements of art, such as painted 
scenery and stagecraft such as lighting are used to enhance the 
physicality, presence and immediacy of the experience.

[2]
 The 

specific place of the performance is also named by the word 
"theatre" as derived from the Ancient Greek θέατρον (théatron, "a 
place for viewing"), itself from θεάομαι (theáomai, "to see", "to 
watch", "to observe"). 

Modern Western theatre comes, in large measure, from ancient 
Greek drama, from which it borrows technical terminology, 
classification into genres, and many of its themes, stock 
characters, and plot elements. Theatre artist Patrice Pavis defines 
theatricality, theatrical language, stage writing, and 
the specificity of theatre as synonymous expressions that 
differentiate theatre from the other performing arts, literature, 
and the arts in general.

[3]
 

Modern theatre, broadly defined, includes performances 
of plays and musical theatre. There are connections between 
theatre and the art forms of ballet, opera (which uses staged, 
costumed performances with singing and orchestral 
accompaniment) and various other forms 

Comedy 

Theatre productions that use humour as a vehicle to tell a story 
qualify as comedies. This may include a modern farce such as 
Boeing or a classical play such as You Like It. Theatre expressing 
bleak, controversial or taboo subject matter in a deliberately 
humorous way is referred to as black comedy. Black Comedy can 
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have several genres like slapstick humour, dark and sarcastic 
comedy. 

 

Tragedy 

Tragedy, then, is an imitation of an action that is serious, 
complete, and of a certain magnitude: in language embellished 
with each kind of artistic ornament, the several kinds being found 
in separate parts of the play; in the form of action, not of narrative; 
through pity and fear effecting the proper purgation of these 
emotions. 

 

— Aristotle, Poetics[56] 

Aristotle's phrase "several kinds being found in separate parts of 
the play" is a reference to the structural origins of drama. In it the 
spoken parts were written in the Attic dialect whereas the choral 
(recited or sung) ones in the Doric dialect, these discrepancies 
reflecting the differing religious origins and poetic metres of the 
parts that were fused into a new entity, the theatrical drama. 

 

Tragedy refers to a specific tradition of drama that has played a 
unique and important role historically in the self-definition of 
Western civilization.[57] That tradition has been multiple and 
discontinuous, yet the term has often been used to invoke a 
powerful effect of cultural identity and historical continuity—"the 
Greeks and the Elizabethans, in one cultural form; Hellenes and 
Christians, in a common activity," as Raymond Williams puts 
it.[58] From its obscure origins in the theatres of Athens 2,500 
years ago, from which there survives only a fraction of the work of 
Aeschylus, Sophocles and Euripides, through its singular 



articulations in the works of Shakespeare, Lope de Vega, Racine, 
and Schiller, to the more recent naturalistic tragedy of Strindberg, 
Beckett's modernist meditations on death, loss and suffering, and 
Müller's postmodernist reworkings of the tragic canon, tragedy 
has remained an important site of cultural experimentation, 
negotiation, struggle, and change.[59] In the wake of Aristotle's 
Poetics (335 BCE), tragedy has been used to make genre 
distinctions, whether at the scale of poetry in general (where the 
tragic divides against epic and lyric) or at the scale of the drama 
(where tragedy is opposed to comedy). In the modern era, 
tragedy has also been defined against drama, melodrama, the 
tragicomic, and epic theatre.[60] 

 


